
Explanatory Note 

Shared Services Agreement for Sanitary Sewers 

Town of Niagara and Niagara Falls Water Board 

Pursuant to the agreement that follows, the Water Board treats and disposes of effluent 
from certain parts of the Town of Niagara.  These locations are indicated on the map 
near the end of the agreement, which was authorized by the governing boards of both 
bodies in December 2014 and has a 10-year term. 

The wastewater plant serving the City of Niagara Falls has treated effluent from parts of 
the Town of Niagara since the 1970’s.  Prior to 2014, the Town was paying for this 
service based on a formula that used the Town’s water billings, rather than the actual 
amount flowing into the Water Board’s treatment system, to set the billed amount. 

The 2014 agreement provides that the Water Board will bill the Town based on the 
metered flow into the Water Board’s system, and set an initial base rate per million 
gallons.  The new rate and method of calculating flow were phased in gradually 
beginning in 2015.  This method of calculating the charge for treating wastewater from 
the Town of Niagara resulted in an increase in the amount that the Water Board bills to 
the Town, compared to 2014 rates.  The Water Board directly bills Significant Industrial 
Users located in the Town. 

The Water Board bills the Town as a bulk customer.  It does not bill individual 
residential or commercial customers in the Town, and it is solely within the Town’s 
discretion how it passes on the cost of treating the wastewater at issue.  In addition to 
sewer rates based upon consumption, Town residents also typically pay a sewer district 
tax. 

The Water Board does not own any of the sewers in the Town of Niagara.  The cost of 
maintaining the conveyance system located in the Town is borne by Town residents, and 
the rate charged to the Town may be considered to reflect the fact that the Town bears 
this expense. 

The agreement negotiated between the Town and Water Board in 2014 is reproduced on 
the pages that follow this explanatory note. 






















	Town of Niagara Sewer Agreement and Explanatory Note
	Town of Niagara Sewer Agreement

