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Official Statement from the Niagara Falls Water Board 
 
Today the NFWB was made aware of various public comments offered by Governor Andrew 
Cuomo and the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation regarding the July 29th black 
water discharge situation and related incident report findings. 
 
As the NFWB has not yet had the opportunity to review the draft consent order referenced by 
Governor Cuomo, we cannot therefore comment on its contents; however, the board does look 
forward to assessing the documents and will subsequently work with the DEC to improve plant 
performance and prevent any re-occurrences.  
 
We have always been and remain committed to doing everything possible with the technology 
in place to safeguard the natural beauty of the Niagara River and to comply with and exceed 
wherever possible all environmental rules, standards and permits.   
 
The NFWB joins Governor Cuomo and the DEC in a united desire to preserve the natural 
wonder of Niagara Falls. We will continue to work with DEC in the coming weeks and months, 
and expect to engage in ongoing, collaborative dialogue regarding the terms of the draft 
consent order to maximize the environmental benefits of any improvements made.  
 
The NFWB will continue to provide periodic public and ratepayer updates on overflow and 
other discharge matters as such information becomes available. Updates will be available at 
www.NFWB.org.  
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